
COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM No. 13(b)

17 DECEMBER 2015 PUBLIC REPORT

ALLOCATION OF SEATS TO COMMITTEES FOLLOWING THE WEST WARD BY-ELECTION

R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S
FROM : Director of Governance

It is recommended that the Council agrees the allocation of seats on Committees of the Council, 
subject to revised political balance seat arrangements (Appendix 1) following the West Ward By-
Election 

 

1. PURPOSE AND REASON FOR REPORT

1.1 To review and approve the allocation of seats on committees following the West Ward By-
Election, in accordance with the statutory requirements concerning political balance. 

2. BACKGROUND 

2.1 For the purpose of calculating the entitlement of each political group to seats on committees the 
following Committees are included:

Committee Seats
Scrutiny Commission for Rural Communities
Scrutiny Commission for Health Issues
Strong and Supportive Communities Scrutiny Committee
Creating Opportunities and Tackling Inequalities Scrutiny Committee
Sustainable Growth and Environment Capital Scrutiny Committee
Employment Committee 
Licensing Committee (Regulatory)
Planning and Environmental Protection Committee
Appeals Committee (Service Issues)

7
  7
  7
  7

 10
  7
10
10
10 

TOTAL 75

3. IMPACT UPON THE POLITICAL PROPORTIONALITY FOLLOWING THE BY-ELECTION

3.1 At the West Ward By-Election, held on 29 October 2015, Councillor Lynne Ayres was elected as 
a Conservative Councillor, this increased the Conservative Member numbers from 26 to 27.  

3.2 The political proportionality calculations were applied with the revised figures and this resulted in 
the following variances:

- Conservative Group entitlement to seats, increased by 2  
- Independent non-affiliated entitlement to seats, decreased by 1

3.3 There were no further variances other than those outlined above, all other Groups retained the 
same number of seats as allocated at the Annual Council meeting.
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4. ALLOCATION OF SEATS

4.1 In order to allocate the required additional seats to the Conservative Group, the following is 
proposed:

- To allocate the currently vacant seat on the Appeals Committee to the Conservative 
Group; and

- To allocate one of the seats from the Independent non-affiliated member to the 
Conservative Group.

4.2 The Independent non-affiliated Member currently holds seats on the Scrutiny Commission for 
Health Issues and the Appeals Committee. As the Conservative Group will automatically be 
allocated the vacant seat on the Appeals Committee it is proposed that the Conservatives be 
allocated the seat on the Scrutiny Commission for Health Issues from the Independent non-
affiliated Member. 

4.3 The allocations proposed take into account the position of all other Groups following discussions 
undertaken prior to Annual Council and reflect the application of the principles of Section 15 of 
the Act as far as is practicable.  

4.4 Discussions have taken place with the relevant Members with the intention to produce a fair 
distribution of the seats. All affected parties have indicated their agreement to these proposals.

 
4.5 The agreed totals must, as far as is reasonably practicable, reflect the aggregate entitlement of 

the political groups to committee seats. Council will therefore note the difference between this, 
their entitlement, and the actual distribution of seats their decision gives each political group.

5. IMPLICATIONS

5.1 Legal Implications

5.1.1 Under Section 15 of the Local Government and Housing Act 1989 and the Local Government 
(Committees and Political Groups) Regulations, the Council has a duty to review the 
representation of different political groups as soon as practicable following an election in respect 
of bodies to which the section applies (for example the section applies to the Council’s ordinary 
committees). The section does not apply to the statutory Licensing Committee or Health and 
Wellbeing Board and so the political balance rules are not applied to these. 

5.1.2 Section 15 of the Act provides that, in performing this duty, the Council has a duty to make any 
such determinations as give effect so far as reasonably practicable to the following principles:

(a) that not all the seats on the body are allocated to the same political group;
(b) that the majority of the seats on the body are allocated to a particular political group if the 

number of persons belonging to that group is a majority of the authority’s membership;
(c) subject to paragraphs (a) and (b) above, that the number of seats on the ordinary 

committees of a relevant authority which are allocated to each political group bears the 
same proportion to the total of all the seats on the ordinary committees of the authority as 
is borne by the number of members of that group to the membership of the authority; and

(d) subject to (a) to (c) above, that the number of seats on the body which are allocated to 
each political group bears the same proportion to the number of all the seats on that body 
as is borne by the number of members of that group to the membership of the authority.

5.1.3 At the Annual Council meeting, it was agreed that the Audit Committee and the Planning Review 
Committee be exempted from the political balance seat arrangements. It was also agreed that the 
Sustainable Growth and Environment Capital Scrutiny Committee be increased in size from a 
seven Member Committee to a 10 Member Committee. 
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5.2 Financial Implications

5.2.1 There are no financial implications arising out of this report.

6. BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS

Used to prepare this report, in accordance with the Local Government (Access to Information) Act 1985)

6.1 Peterborough City Council’s Constitution.
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